AL ISLAND

PORTA POSNANIA
is Poland’s ﬁrst heritage
interpretation centre.
It was designed to help
one understand the
past and realise its
impact on the daily
30
lives of us all. Visitors
to Porta Posnania may actively explore fascinating
displays, take part in cultural events and beneﬁt
from educational and tourist attractions.
Porta Posnania was inspired by Cathedral Island
– a unique site dating back to the origins of the
Polish state and tied closely to the city’s history.
Porta Posnania is a gateway to learning about the
past. It is a perfect starting point for a tour of the
Royal-Imperial Route.

CA
THe
DRAL
iSLaND

2

Cathedral Island has for centuries
been home to scores of colourful and
prominent people who lived and worked
there. They included dukes and kings,
artists and art patrons, politicians and
diplomats, all of whom contributed
to the growth of the Polish state
and its culture. Some of them were
controversial ﬁgures with questionable
character, and some were at times even
hostile to Poland.
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All can be examined in great detail on
Cathedral Island. Despite their diversity,
there is one thing they share: each of
them pursued an important mission.
They set their goals and consistently
sought the achieve them.
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CATHEDRAL ISLAND
AND CATHEDRAL

2

1. Porta Posnania
1a. Cathedral Lock
2. Genius loci Archaeological Reserve
3. Archdiocesan Museum - the former Lubrański Academy
4. Psaltery
5. Palace relics
6. St. Mary Church
7. St. Peter and Paul Archcathedral Basilica
7a. Royal Chapel
7b. Tombstone of Bishop Jan Lubrański
7c. Tombstone of Bishop Adam Konarski
7d. Golden Chapel
7e. Tombstones of the Górka family
7f. Tombstone of Primate Mieczysław Ledóchowski
7g. Tombstone of Bishop Wawrzyniec Goślicki
8. Archbishop’s Palace
9. Bishop Jordan Bridge
The Royal-Imperial Route
main route: Cathedral Island
tram stop on the Royal Imperial-Route
lifering
tourist information
Poznań City Bike station
museum
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The idea to erect fortiﬁcations on Cathedral Island was ﬁrst
proposed 850 years earlier by Duke Mieszko I. This historic
builder of the Polish state faced huge challenges in his attempt
to establish a strong power centre. To achieve his goal, he took
advantage of the natural defensive features of the island on
which he established a settlement in the 10th century. The set-
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At the turn of the 11th century, the Poznań settlement served
as the country’s capital: it was one of the main seats of the ﬁrst
rulers of Poland.

Entrance
to cellars

tlement was surrounded by massive 10 meter-high embankments
with a total length of ca. 2 km!
Their remnants can still be seen
in the Archaeological Reserve.

1 PORTA POSNANIA
1a THE CATHEDRAL LOCK
One way to enter Cathedral Island is through the Cathedral Lock, which forms part of the 19 th-century Poznań
Stronghold. The Stronghold was constructed by the Prussian authorities, who at the time ruled over Poznań and
the rest of the Wielkopolska Region. King Friedrich Wilhelm III set out to strengthen
his country’s defences. To that
I will make my kingdom powerful.
Friedrich Wilhelm III,
King of Prussia, 19th century

end, he
struction
cations in his lands. The Poznań
of Europe’s largest and most
of its kind.
3

The Lock was made up
of two bridgeheads and
a bridge with valves that
regulated the ﬂow of
the river. In the event
of a siege, the water
could be directed via a
special channel to the
stronghold’s foreground to
hold off the enemy.

ordered the conof numerous fortiﬁ stronghold was one
advanced facilities

6

I will build defensive settlements
to keep my country safe.
Duke Mieszko I, 10th century

3

ARCHDIOCESAN MUSEUM
– THE FORMER LUBRAŃSKI ACADEMY
4 PSALTERY
7b CATHEDRAL – THE TOMBSTONE
OF BISHOP JAN LUBRAŃSKI
During his travels to Italy, Bishop Jan Lubrański, who lived
at the turn of the 16 th century, developed a fascination
with Renaissance culture. He chose to bring it to Poland, starting with Cathedral Island. There, the Bishop
founded an academy which
became Poland’s first instiI will turn Cathedral Island
into a scientific and cultural
centre.
Bishop Jan Lubrański,
16th century

4

7
tution to offer a humanities- oriented curriculum . T he
school taught its students to become informed citizens committed to the affairs of their state. This lover
of books and music created a vast library and funded
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tution to offer a humanities- oriented curriculum . T he
school taught its students to become informed citizens committed to the affairs of their state. This lover
of books and music created a vast library and funded

Today, the Academy building
houses the Archdiocese
Museum. Its treasury holds
St. Peter’s sword
(see photograph 21).

an organ in the Cathedral.
He also established a choir
whose members would sing psalms around the clock (!)
in accordance with his wishes. The Psaltery served as
their meeting place.
8

5
6

Poznań’s vast 10 th century Palace came to symbolise ducal
power. It abutted a palatial chapel which is likely to have
been Poland’s ﬁrst Christian place of worship. It was erected at the initiative of Dobrava, the Duke’s wife, who being
Christian, played a key role in disseminating the new religion among Duke Mieszko’s pagan subjects. Remnants of the
Palace and its chapel remain
buried. The Palace and Chapel
were badly damaged in a Czech
I will spread Christian
traditions and ideas
in Mieszko I’s pagan country.
Duchess Dobrava, 10th century

PALACE RELICS
ST. MARY CHURCH
Without a doubt, the biggest visionary to have ever left his imprint on
Cathedral Island was Duke Mieszko I. One can only admire his persistence in pursuing his goal of cre-

9

I will create a sovereign state
commanding a powerful place
in Europe.
Duke Mieszko I, 10th century

ating a strong sovereign state. After the Duke conquered
the local tribes, he set up a network of defensive settlements, the most important of which featured palaces. In
order to assume a prominent place in Europe’s political

12

raid and popular uprising against the ruling Piast Dynasty
in the 11th century. However, mindful of the outstanding
achievements of Mieszko I, his great grandson Casimir set
out on an ambitious plan to reconstruct the country and
restore its power. Upon his return
to Poznań, he is said to have had
a dream in the devastated Palace
chapel. In his dream, an angel
handed him a sword to defeat
The Palace site was used in the
15th century to erect St. Mary
Church. Its foundations contain
stones from the former palace.

The cellars of Poznań
Cathedral hold relics of the
presumed baptismal pool.
This may well be the site
where Mieszko I was baptised
in 966 A.D.

13

the enemy. Despite the dire circumstances, the Duke persevered
in his resolution. His skilful efforts
helped bring the Polish state to its
former glory, earning Casimir the
nickname of the Restorer.

10

arena, he chose to adopt Christianity. Another success of
the Duke was to establish Poland’s ﬁrst bishopric and cathedral in Poznań.
14

I will restore the demolished state
and its power.
Duke Casimir the Restorer,
11th century

7a THE CATHEDRAL – THE ROYAL CHAPEL

11
The Palace was modelled after the residences of the German
emperors. This form of architecture was previously unknown
in Poland.

The epitaph describes the Piast dynasty rulers who lived
in the 13 th century. Przemysł I chose to move from the
confined settlement on Cathedral Island to the west
bank of the Warta, where he ordered the construction
of a new town. This enormous project required excellent
organisation and a great deal of funding. Przemysł II,
who continued the policies of his father, aspired to devel-
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I will expand Poznań
and turn it into a rapidly
growing town.
Duke Przemysł I,
13th century

op not only the town but also the entire country. He set
15 out to unify it and restore
its power after a prolonged fragmentation into small and
weak districts. His efforts culminated in his coronation in
1295, more than two centuries after the ascension to the
throne of Poland’s last previous king.
The epitaph over the ﬁgure of Przemysł I includes Poznań’s
coat of arms featuring Sts. Peter and Paul: the patron
saints of both the city and the cathedral. The symbol over Przemysł II is
that of an eagle. The King used it as
the ofﬁcial emblem of the Polish state.

attempted to devise new ways to govern the state. The bishop published his thoughts in his 1568 treatise “The Counsellor”. He claimed it is not the will of the monarch, but rather
the responsible joint contributions of the citizens that are key
to a state’s decision-making. What a bold view for the period!
7d THE CATHEDRAL – THE GOLDEN CHAPEL
The Golden Chapel holds the remains of Poland’s ﬁrst rulers.
This 19th-century mausoleum was constructed at the initiative
of Bishop Teoﬁl Wolicki and Count Edward Raczyński. During
Poland’s Partitions, which was
a very challenging time for the

19
I will strive to reunify the country.
I want to reach for the crown!
King Przemysł II, 13th century
16

The Poznań Cathedral holds
the mortal remains
of 3 kings and 5 dukes
of the Piast Dynasty.
It was the ﬁrst necropolis
of Polish rulers.

In the Cathedral’s cellars, archaeologists discovered the presumed
graves of Mieszko I and Bolesław the Brave (photograph 20). Today,
the rulers’ remains are held in the Golden Chapel (photograph 21).

7c THE CATHEDRAL – THE TOMBSTONE

OF BISHOP ADAM KONARSKI
7g THE CATHEDRAL – THE TOMBSTONE

OF BISHOP WAWRZYNIEC GOŚLICKI
Poznań’s bishops were not only ministers of their faith but also diplomats. In pursuing the missions entrusted to them by state
rulers, they strived to protect Poland’s national interests. Adam
Konarski, whose remains are buried in the Holy Trinity Chapel,
lived in the 16th century and worked
by the side of the Pope. In defence
I will dedicate myself to the good
of the Polish Kingdom.
Bishop Adam Konarski,
16th century

of Poland’s interests, he sued the
Spanish ruler Felipe II for having misappropriated the property of Queen Bona. Bishop Wawrzyniec Goślicki, whose
remains are buried in St. Martin Chapel,
17

Scholars claim that Goślicki’s treatise
may have inspired William Shakespeare
to include the character Polonius in his
“Hamlet” and Thomas Jefferson to write
the American Constitution.

18

20
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The statue in the Golden Chapel
depicts Mieszko I as the duke of peace
bearing a cross and Bolesław the
Brave as a belligerent king wielding
a sword.

Polish community, the Chapel reminded
their compatriots of Poland’s charismatic
rulers and the country’s past magniﬁ- 22
cence. Its architects spent long years pursuing their idea of building the chapel. Wolicki succeeded in
swaying even the heads of the hostile
states of Russia and Prussia to support
the project. As a patron of the arts and
a patriot, Raczyński put his heart and
money into furnishing the chapel.
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I will build a mausoleum beﬁtting the
ﬁrst rulers of Poland.
Count Edward Raczyński,
19th century
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I will build a mausoleum beﬁtting the
ﬁrst rulers of Poland.
Count Edward Raczyński,
19th century

7e THE CATHEDRAL – TOMBSTONES

OF THE GÓRKA FAMILY
The Górkas were Wielkopolska
magnates who lived in the late 15th
and early 16th centuries. These
patrons of the arts sought to support the leading artists of the
time in keeping with the great
ambitions of their family line.

Follow the route treaded by forty generations of
Poznań inhabitants. You will reach locations which
tell astonishing stories. You will encounter historic
sites and ﬁgures that have witnessed the city’s history.
You will learn about the lives of people whose
ambitions, dreams and needs drove them to make
Poznań what it is today. How did they manage
to achieve such goals?
History shows us that to act is human nature.
People constantly change themselves and the world
around them. They set and pursue new goals. This is
the only way to progress and reach for the crown.

24

I will order works from
Europe’s top artists.
Bishop Uriel Górka,
15th century

Many exceptional works of art found in the Cathedral were
funded by members of this family. In the 15th century, Uriel
Górka commissioned the workshop of the famous Vischer
family of Nuremberg to make tombstones for himself and
his father. To this day, the tombstones are the most valuable
historic works of gothic art on display in Poland. The tombstones ordered from the Vischers carried an exorbitant price
tag. Meticulously adorned, they showed man after death in
keeping with medieval philosophy.
The family tombstone of Andrzej
and Barbara was made in 1574 in
Kraków by the royal sculptor Geronimo Canavesi.
The Renaissance tombstone of the
Górkas is among the largest in the
Cathedral. The ﬁgures of Andrzej and
Barbara Górka are positioned in the
Sansovin pose, with an arm bent at
the elbow and a leg bent at the knee.
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7f THE TOMBSTONE OF PRIMATE
8

MIECZYSŁAW LEDÓCHOWSKI
THE ARCHBISHOPS’ PALACE

In the 19 th century, the Palace became the seat of the
head of the Polish Catholic Church: the Primate. Poles,
at the time embroiled in a fight for
their independence and identity,
expected him to display heroism
and defend national interests.

26

I will not deal with national matters.
I am a clergyman, not an advocate
for the Polish case.
Primate Mieczysław Ledóchowski,
19th century

As of 1866, the post of Primate was held by Mieczysław Ledóchowski. His main focus was on matters
of the church rather than those of the nation. He consistently forbid Poles to demonstrate their patriotic
sentiments in the church and showed no interest in
these problems. He also vehemently opposed any interference in church affairs by the Prussians. He thus fell
into disfavour with both parties. His arrest and imprisonment by the Prussians changed his views on national
affairs. To Poles he became a hero – a symbol of the
fight against persecution
and unfair Prussian policies.
In the 19th century,
the Palace received an
architectural facelift.
Its façade is adorned
with the ﬁgures of
Sts. Peter and Paul.

27
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BISHOP JORDAN BRIDGE

Jordan arrived in Mieszko I’s pagan
country in the 10 th century with the
strictly defined purpose of Christianising the Duke and his subjects.
He is the one who baptised the
Duke in 966, organized Poznań’s

29

While in Porta Posnania, take advantage of our “combined
ticket”. You can use it to obtain a reduced admission fee
to displays on the history of Cathedral Island:
PORTA POSNANIA
ul. Gdańska 2
(Tue.-Fri. 9am-6pm; Sat.-Sun.
10am-7pm; Mon. closed)
www.bramapoznania.pl
GENIUS LOCI
ARCHAEOLOGICAL
RESERVE
ul. ks. Ignacego Posadzego 3
(Tue.-Thu. 10am-4pm;
Fri.-Sat. 10am-6pm;
Sun. 10am-3pm admission
free)
www.muzarp.poznan.pl/
rezerwat
ARCHDIOCESAN MUSEUM
ul. Jana Lubrańskiego 1
(Tue.-Thu. 10am-5pm;
Sat. 9am-3pm, Sun. closed)
www.muzeum.poznan.pl

I will build new churches
in Mieszko I’s country.
Bishop Jordan, 10th century

first bishopric and constructed Poland’s first cathedral. The Chronicles mention an extraordinary gift –
St. Peter’s sword – presented to him
by the Pope. Today this relic, one
of Poland’s oldest, is on display in
the Archdiocesan Museum.

PRACTICAL
INFORMATION

28

St. Peter’s sword is the
relic with the longest
documented history
in Poland. The apostle
is said to have used
it to protect Jesus
in Gethsemane. The
sword is on display
in the Archdiocesan
Museum (see 3).

At the CATHEDRAL LOCK
(PORTA POSNANIA,
entrance on Dziekańska
Street), you can rent an
audioguide (available daily
in summer and on weekends
in the winter season). The
audioguide will guide you
through the most fascinating
parts of Cathedral Island, the
Cathedral and its cellars.
A separate sightseeing route
has been designated for
families with children.
SS. PETER AND PAUL
ARCHCATHEDRAL
BASILICA
The Cathedral and its cellars
are open to visitors (other
than during holy services) in:
March-October 9am-6pm
November-February 9am4pm
The Cathedral cellars are
closed on Sundays.
Cellar admission at a charge.
Holy services in the Cathedral are held year round:
daily at 8am; on Fridays
and Saturdays: additionally
at 6pm.
Sundays at 8am, 10am,
12:15pm, 7pm and 8:30pm.
www.katedra.archpoznan.pl

CATHEDRA

With us, you are certain to reach your destination!
Set out on a trail to the most fascinating parts of Poznań.
To help you along the way, we have prepared a series
of folders, a website and a guidebook.

...................................................

Short of time? Take advantage of our main routes
(Cathedral Island, Old Town and City Centre).

...................................................

Have the stories you have heard sparked your interest?
Go on an extra tour on our secondary (Śródka /
Chwaliszewo, St. Adalbert Hill / Piaski / Grobla,
City Center routes) or thematic routes.

...................................................

You can ﬁnd all information on our mobile-friendly
website at www.trakt.poznan.pl.
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The Royal-Imperial Route
The Route symbol placed along its course helps
ﬁnd one’s bearings around the city.
main route: Cathedral Island
secondary route: Śródka
secondary route: Chwaliszewo
tram line along the Royal-Imperial Route
Trams are available that make it easy to move quickly
along the Royal-Imperial Route.
Poznań City Bike station
City bikes are a convenient alternative to touring
the Royal-Imperial Route on foot.
lifering
The information panels include a map and descriptions
of each part of the Royal-Imperial Route.
tourist information

AL ISLAND

PORTA POSNANIA
is Poland’s ﬁrst heritage
interpretation centre.
It was designed to help
one understand the
past and realise its
impact on the daily
30
lives of us all. Visitors
to Porta Posnania may actively explore fascinating
displays, take part in cultural events and beneﬁt
from educational and tourist attractions.
Porta Posnania was inspired by Cathedral Island
– a unique site dating back to the origins of the
Polish state and tied closely to the city’s history.
Porta Posnania is a gateway to learning about the
past. It is a perfect starting point for a tour of the
Royal-Imperial Route.

CA
THe
DRAL
iSLaND

CATHEDRA

With us, you are certain to reach your destination!
Set out on a trail to the most fascinating parts of Poznań.
To help you along the way, we have prepared a series
of folders, a website and a guidebook.

...................................................

Short of time? Take advantage of our main routes
(Cathedral Island, Old Town and City Centre).

...................................................

Have the stories you have heard sparked your interest?
Go on an extra tour on our secondary (Śródka /
Chwaliszewo, St. Adalbert Hill / Piaski / Grobla,
City Center routes) or thematic routes.

...................................................

You can ﬁnd all information on our mobile-friendly
website at www.trakt.poznan.pl.
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As of 1866, the post of Primate was held by Mieczysław Ledóchowski. His main focus was on matters
of the church rather than those of the nation. He consistently forbid Poles to demonstrate their patriotic
sentiments in the church and showed no interest in
these problems. He also vehemently opposed any interference in church affairs by the Prussians. He thus fell
into disfavour with both parties. His arrest and imprisonment by the Prussians changed his views on national
affairs. To Poles he became a hero – a symbol of the
fight against persecution
and unfair Prussian policies.
In the 19th century,
the Palace received an
architectural facelift.
Its façade is adorned
with the ﬁgures of
Sts. Peter and Paul.
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9

BISHOP JORDAN BRIDGE

Jordan arrived in Mieszko I’s pagan
country in the 10 th century with the
strictly defined purpose of Christianising the Duke and his subjects.
He is the one who baptised the
Duke in 966, organized Poznań’s
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While in Porta Posnania, take advantage of our “combined
ticket”. You can use it to obtain a reduced admission fee
to displays on the history of Cathedral Island:
PORTA POSNANIA
ul. Gdańska 2
(Tue.-Fri. 9am-6pm; Sat.-Sun.
10am-7pm; Mon. closed)
www.bramapoznania.pl
GENIUS LOCI
ARCHAEOLOGICAL
RESERVE
ul. ks. Ignacego Posadzego 3
(Tue.-Thu. 10am-4pm;
Fri.-Sat. 10am-6pm;
Sun. 10am-3pm admission
free)
www.muzarp.poznan.pl/
rezerwat
ARCHDIOCESAN MUSEUM
ul. Jana Lubrańskiego 1
(Tue.-Thu. 10am-5pm;
Sat. 9am-3pm, Sun. closed)
www.muzeum.poznan.pl

I will build new churches
in Mieszko I’s country.
Bishop Jordan, 10th century

first bishopric and constructed Poland’s first cathedral. The Chronicles mention an extraordinary gift –
St. Peter’s sword – presented to him
by the Pope. Today this relic, one
of Poland’s oldest, is on display in
the Archdiocesan Museum.

PRACTICAL
INFORMATION
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St. Peter’s sword is the
relic with the longest
documented history
in Poland. The apostle
is said to have used
it to protect Jesus
in Gethsemane. The
sword is on display
in the Archdiocesan
Museum (see 3).

At the CATHEDRAL LOCK
(PORTA POSNANIA,
entrance on Dziekańska
Street), you can rent an
audioguide (available daily
in summer and on weekends
in the winter season). The
audioguide will guide you
through the most fascinating
parts of Cathedral Island, the
Cathedral and its cellars.
A separate sightseeing route
has been designated for
families with children.
SS. PETER AND PAUL
ARCHCATHEDRAL
BASILICA
The Cathedral and its cellars
are open to visitors (other
than during holy services) in:
March-October 9am-6pm
November-February 9am4pm
The Cathedral cellars are
closed on Sundays.
Cellar admission at a charge.
Holy services in the Cathedral are held year round:
daily at 8am; on Fridays
and Saturdays: additionally
at 6pm.
Sundays at 8am, 10am,
12:15pm, 7pm and 8:30pm.
www.katedra.archpoznan.pl

7e THE CATHEDRAL – TOMBSTONES

OF THE GÓRKA FAMILY
The Górkas were Wielkopolska
magnates who lived in the late 15th
and early 16th centuries. These
patrons of the arts sought to support the leading artists of the
time in keeping with the great
ambitions of their family line.

Follow the route treaded by forty generations of
Poznań inhabitants. You will reach locations which
tell astonishing stories. You will encounter historic
sites and ﬁgures that have witnessed the city’s history.
You will learn about the lives of people whose
ambitions, dreams and needs drove them to make
Poznań what it is today. How did they manage
to achieve such goals?
History shows us that to act is human nature.
People constantly change themselves and the world
around them. They set and pursue new goals. This is
the only way to progress and reach for the crown.
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I will order works from
Europe’s top artists.
Bishop Uriel Górka,
15th century

Many exceptional works of art found in the Cathedral were
funded by members of this family. In the 15th century, Uriel
Górka commissioned the workshop of the famous Vischer
family of Nuremberg to make tombstones for himself and
his father. To this day, the tombstones are the most valuable
historic works of gothic art on display in Poland. The tombstones ordered from the Vischers carried an exorbitant price
tag. Meticulously adorned, they showed man after death in
keeping with medieval philosophy.
The family tombstone of Andrzej
and Barbara was made in 1574 in
Kraków by the royal sculptor Geronimo Canavesi.
The Renaissance tombstone of the
Górkas is among the largest in the
Cathedral. The ﬁgures of Andrzej and
Barbara Górka are positioned in the
Sansovin pose, with an arm bent at
the elbow and a leg bent at the knee.
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7f THE TOMBSTONE OF PRIMATE
8

MIECZYSŁAW LEDÓCHOWSKI
THE ARCHBISHOPS’ PALACE

In the 19 th century, the Palace became the seat of the
head of the Polish Catholic Church: the Primate. Poles,
at the time embroiled in a fight for
their independence and identity,
expected him to display heroism
and defend national interests.
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I will not deal with national matters.
I am a clergyman, not an advocate
for the Polish case.
Primate Mieczysław Ledóchowski,
19th century

