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With us, you are certain to reach your destination!
Set out on a trail to the most fascinating parts of Poznań.
To help you along the way, we have prepared a series
of folders, a website and a guidebook.
.................................................

Start your walking tour along the Royal-Imperial Route at
Porta Posnania. This is Poland’s ﬁrst heritage interpretation
centre and a perfect gateway into Poznań’s past.
www.bramapoznania.pl
.................................................
Short of time? Take advantage of our main routes
(Cathedral Island, Old Town and City Centre).
.................................................
Have the stories you have heard sparked your interest?
Go on an extra tour on our secondary (Śródka / Chwaliszewo, St. Adalbert Hill / Piaski / Grobla, city center routes)
or thematic routes.
.................................................
You can ﬁnd all information on our mobile-friendly website
at www.trakt.poznan.pl
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At the end of the 18th century, Poznań
fell under Prussian rule. It was then
populated by Poles, Germans and Jews.
Power, including the right to decide about
city matters, was in the hands of the
Germans. Poles, who were subject to many
restrictions, refused to accept the central
authority that determined their fates.
Today’s centre of Poznań was for years the
site of a cultural competition between Poles
and Germans, in which various visions of
city development clashed. To succeed with
their initiatives, Poles had to skilfully handle
the consequences of Prussian policies. They
would often achieve their goals not by force
but by ingenuity and perseverance.

CITY CENTRE
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Aleje Marcinkowskiego – formerly Wilhelm Street
Liberty (Wolności) Square – formerly Wilhelm Square
Raczyński Library
Bazar
National Museum – former Emperor Friedrich III Museum
Former Eastern Bank
Former Farmer’s Bank
Polski Theatre
Arkadia building –former German Municipal Theatre
Poznań Society of the Friends of Sciences
Collegium Maius of Adam Mickiewicz University – former seat
of the Colonisation Commission
Former Imperial Forum
“Zamek” Cultural Centre – former Imperial Castle
Royal Hotel
University Library – former Emperor Wilhelm I Library
St. Martin’s Church
Royal-Imperial Route
main route: City Centre
tram stop on the Royal Imperial-Route
lifering
tourist information
Poznań City Bike station
museum
theatre
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ALEJE MARCINKOWSKIEGO
– FORMERLY WILHELM STREET

At the turn of the 18th century, the Prussian authorities
sought to establish stronger ties between Poznań and
the capital city of Berlin. To that end, they launched the
development of a district intended to be the precursor of
a new Prussian town. The district was originally envisioned

identity through science, culture and the arts. The brothers Edward and Atanazy Raczyński launched a project
to create the “New Athens” in Poznań. In 1829, despite
resistance from the Prussian administration, they suc-

The library’s distinctive
colonnade was
modelled after the
eastern façade of the
Louvre. It was a model
public institution
tasked with gathering
relics of the past.

Planted with trees,
Wilhelm Street became
Poland’s first city
promenade modelled
on Berlin’s famous
Unter den Linden.
2

to house Prussian ofﬁcials and military men. Yet, in time,
Poles moved in as well. Its new urban fabric was initially
open-ended with numerous parks and other landscaping
features.
2

WOLNOŚCI (LIBERTY) SQUARE
– FORMERLY WILHELM SQUARE

The authorities’ policies towards the city changed significantly following Poznań’s integration into the Prussian
defence system. The newly-built stronghold and a Citadel towering over the city had a profound impact on the
further growth of the capital of the Wielkopolska region.
A fortiﬁed ring encircled the city to protect

4

ceeded in completing the construction of a library which
today is Poland’s oldest public library in operation and
also one of the largest. Its holdings feature a vast number of valuable manuscripts, old prints and source documents as well as popular books. In 1864, the Prussian
authorities attempted to turn
the library into a German institution. Yet, despite their efforts,
the library remained a mainstay
of Polish culture.
In front of the library building is
a statue of Hygeia endowed with
the facial features of Konstancja
Raczyńska, the wife of Edward
Raczyński.

4
The presence in
Poznań of a garrison
accommodating
thousands of troops
gave it an overall
military character.

3

Prussia in case of war with Russia or an armed attack by
the local Polish population.
A shift in urban functionality could easily be seen in Wilhelm Square, which the authorities assigned to many
new uses, including that of a military drilling yard. However, in time, the site became predominantly a new hub of
Poznań’s business, culture and social life.
3

RACZYŃSKI LIBRARY

While the Prussian authorities were busy erecting the
Poznań stronghold and barracks, the Poles came up with
an initiative of critical importance for enhancing Polish

5

THE BAZAR

The monumental Bazar building served as a unique symbol of Polish identity in the heart of Prussian Poznań. In
operation since 1842,
this institution was a hub
of Polish economic, cul-

6

The Bazar was principally a hotel with a large
banquet hall. It additionally
featured shops, all sharing
the common characteristic
of being Polish-owned.

tural and political life during the Partitions. It was the
launching pad for a number of modern initiatives embodying the “organic work” ideal, a new method for defying
the anti-Polish policies of the Prussian state by means of
peaceful resistance and fostering the social and economic growth of the Polish population. The movement was
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7
The main architect behind the
development of the Bazar was the
eminent doctor and capable organizer
Karol Marcinkowski, who secured
contributions from many Poznań
social activists.
7

spearheaded by burghers and the intelligentsia with the
ﬁnancial support of the local landed gentry and the clergy.

THE FORMER FARMER’S BANK

Across Wolności Square is the
Farmer’s Bank building, dating
back to 1912. This business and
ﬁnancial institution was known for
its versatility. It made loans to Polish farmers on preferential terms,
saving many of them from indebtedness and having to forfeit their
land to the Prussian state.
11

5

THE NATIONAL MUSEUM – THE FORMER
EMPEROR FRIEDRICH III MUSEUM

The Raczyński Library and the Bazar formed an important
backdrop for the Emperor Frederick III Museum established
12

The Museum’s massive
ediﬁce was to eclipse the
neighbouring Bazar and
demonstrate the supremacy
of German culture over
“wild Polish forces”.

8

in 1904. Its interiors featured
8
a collection of paintings by
Anastazy Raczyński brought there from Berlin. Reminiscent in
shape of the Berlin arsenal, the Museum building housed an
institution meant to promote German culture. It was perceived as an effective counterbalance for Poznań’s key Polish
cultural institutions, the Raczyński Library and the Poznań
Society of the Friends of Sciences (see attraction 10 ).
6

THE FORMER
EASTERN BANK

The Prussian authorities repeatedly attempted to suppress Polish economic
initiatives, which they saw as a threat
to German interests in the east. To that
aim, they promoted such ventures as
the Eastern Bank whose magniﬁcent
9
seat was constructed in 1911. This was
one of Poznań’s most powerful banking institutions supplying
capital to German industry and trade.

THE POLISH (POLSKI) THEATRE

The Polski Theatre ﬁrst launched its activities in 1875. Its
establishment was an expression of Poles’ determination
to preserve and disseminate their culture. Its operation was
made possible after a ban was lifted on staging performances in a language other than German without the express
permission of the authorities. Rather than
The theatre was
originally placed
in a courtyard behind
a splendid townhouse
whose rental income
was used to fund
its operations.

13

being intended only for the elites, the Theatre sought to popularise culture among a wide audience. When it opened, the
Theatre stood for Polish identity and language at a time of
tightening cultural rivalry
with German traditions.
Its construction was
ﬁnanced with contributions from Poles residing
in all three partitions.
Their contributions are
acknowledged in the
inscription “The nation
unto itself”, placed on the
building’s façade.

Its success was made
possible by the Prussian
authorities and Berlin
banks, which extended
their support.
10

One of the Bank’s founders
and its main shareholder
was Jan Działyński, whose
bust is featured on the
building’s façade.

14
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ARKADIA BUILDING – THE FORMER
GERMAN MUNICIPAL THEATRE

In response to the success of the Polski Theatre, the
building of the Municipal Theatre, also known as the
German Municipal Theatre, was erected nearby in 1879.
The building replaced an earlier
antiquated edifice dating to the
In front of the Theatre

15

building was an 1870
statue of a lion made
in memory of the
Poznań soldiers of
the 5th Army Corps
who died at Nachód
during the PrussianAustrian war. This was
Poznań’s ﬁrst Prussian
monument.

early 19 th century. The Municipal Theatre was funded by
a donation from the Prussian king and a governmental
loan extended on the condition that only the German
language would be used on its stage. As opposed to the
Polski Theatre, the Municipal Theatre catered to the
elites, as is evident from its seating plan made up predominantly of audience
boxes.
Between 1911 and 1912,
the Theatre building
was remodelled, and its
interiors were converted
to a coffee house and
ofﬁce space.

16

10 POZNAŃ SOCIETY

OF THE FRIENDS OF SCIENCES
Simultaneously with the establishment of the Polski Theatre came the idea to construct a seat for the Poznań Society of the Friends of Sciences. Established in 1857, the
organisation was Poland’s leading scientiﬁc institution in
the Poznań province, which at the time had no universities.
Members of the Society included
prominent scholars as well as lovers of science and art, who shared
a recognition of the need for promoting Polish initiatives in such

17

As in the case of the Polski Theatre,
funding for the Society’s operation
was expected to come from rental
proceeds. The income came from
renting a street-side tenement
house constructed especially for
that purpose in 1908.

ﬁelds. With ﬁnancing raised in a public
fund-raiser, they succeeded in constructing in the early 1880s a magnificent building which housed an antiquity museum, a conference room and
a sizable library.
In 1904, Poznań’s ﬁrst statue of Adam
Mickiewicz was moved to the courtyard
of the Poznań Society of the Friends of
Sciences (see attraction 16).
18

11 COLLEGIUM MAIUS OF ADAM MICKIEWICZ

UNIVERSITY– FORMER SEAT OF THE
PRUSSIAN COLONISATION COMMISSION
A building to house the Royal Colonisation Commission
was erected in 1909. Established in the early 1880s, the
institution was to buy land from Polish owners and use it
The monumental dome
included ﬁgures symbolizing
successive stages in the German
colonisation of the east: a monk,
a monastic knight, a resident
of Salzburg, and a Dutchman,
as well as a Westphalian and
Swabian peasant, none of which
are in existence today.

to settle German farmers. Its
work deepened animosities be19
tween the two nations. The
Prussian colonisation effort was
strongly resisted by Polish social and business initiatives.
Central to such resistance was
the work of the Peasant Bank
(see attraction 6 ).
The Colonisation Commission
was set up at the initiative of the
German authorities headed by
the Chancellor of the Reich Otto
von Bismarck.

20

12 THE FORMER IMPERIAL FORUM
When the Poznań stronghold lost its signiﬁcance to the
Prussian authorities in the late 19 th century, it was dismantled. The western fringes of the City Centre, where
the western battlements were demolished, was named
the Imperial Forum or, after its dominant structure, the
Castle Quarter. It was laid out around a square (today’s
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12 THE FORMER IMPERIAL FORUM
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Prussian authorities in the late 19 th century, it was dismantled. The western fringes of the City Centre, where
the western battlements were demolished, was named
the Imperial Forum or, after its dominant structure, the
Castle Quarter. It was laid out around a square (today’s

Follow the route treaded by forty generations of
Poznań inhabitants. You will reach locations which
tell astonishing stories. You will encounter historic
sites and ﬁgures that have witnessed the city’s history.
You will learn about the lives of people whose
ambitions, dreams and needs drove them to make
Poznań what it is today. How did they manage
to achieve such goals?
History shows us that to act is human nature.
People constantly change themselves and the world
around them. They set and pursue new goals. This is
the only way to progress and reach for the crown.

The entrance to the Post Ofﬁce
building was once adorned by the
ﬁgure of Germania, which currently,
with the replacement of the eagle
on her shield, has been turned into
Polonia.

Mickiewicz Square) in which a monument to Otto von Bismarck, notorious for his anti-Polish policies, was
erected in 1903. The development 21
ﬁt into the so-called Ring designed by Josef Stübben,
who proposed using the stronghold grounds for a system of modern squares and alleys. This caused the city
to pivot away from its historic Polish (the Old Town) and
religious (Cathedral Island) sections and face the west.

A
B

H
D

C

E
22

F
G

In the ﬁrst decade of the 20th century, the Forum became
the site of a number of magniﬁcent buildings, including:
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H

The Municipal Theatre (today’s Grand (Wielki) Theatre)
The Prussian Colonisation Commission (today’s
Collegium Maius of Adam Mickiewicz University)
The Royal Academy (today’s Collegium Minus
of Adam Mickiewicz University)
Raiffeisen Bank (today’s Collegium Iuridicum
of Adam Mickiewicz University)
The Evangelical House (today’s Academy of Music)
The Credit Society (today’s Philharmonic of Poznań)
The Postal Service Board
The Royal Castle, commonly known as the Imperial
Castle (today’s “Zamek” Cultural Centre)

13 THE “ZAMEK” CULTURAL CENTRE

– THE FORMER IMPERIAL CASTLE
The central structure in the Poznań Forum was a castle
erected for Emperor Wilhelm II. Its construction was
meant to elevate Poznań’s status to that of a residence
of Prussian royalty (and, by the same token, German emperors). The ediﬁce was
rendered in the neo-romanesque style, intendThe Castle’s tall tower
was a clear symbol
of the supremacy
of the Prussian
Hohenzollern dynasty.

23

ed to highlight the monarch’s power and magniﬁcence. Its
dominant feature was a high tower which once housed
a chapel. Its highly-ornamental style, reminiscent of the
Byzantine Empire, stood in direct contrast to that of the
mausoleum to Poland’s ﬁrst
rulers in the Golden Chapel
on Cathedral Island.

24

The Castle’s intricatelyadorned façades used,
among other things, motifs
taken from Germanic sagas
and fairy tales, as well as
depictions of medieval battles
between Germans and Slavs.

15 UNIVERSITY LIBRARY – THE FORMER

EMPEROR WILHELM I LIBRARY
The building of Emperor Wilhelm I was erected in
1902. The institution was established to conduct scientific research and popularise reading among the local Germans. A crucial part of its holdings were prints
published and collected by the Historic Society of the
Poznań Province. The organisation documented the
German history of the city and
the region with the support of
the Prussian state, which saw it
as being in line with its national
cultural mission in the east.
The Library was a German response
to Polish cultural and scientiﬁc
initiatives such as the Raczyński
libraries and the Poznań Society
of the Friends of Arts and Sciences.

26

16 ST. MARTIN’S CHURCH
Poland’s ﬁrst monument to Adam Mickiewicz was erected in 1859 near St. Martin Church. This was also the ﬁrst
monument constructed in 19th-century Poznań and, importantly, one that was quintessentially Polish. The idea came
St. Martin’s Church became
a permanent site for events
honouring Mickiewicz in
Poznań.

14 HOTEL ROYAL
The Royal Hotel was constructed in the early 20th century
at St. Martin Street, the main road in the City Centre. For
a few weeks in late 1918 and early 1919, the building housed
the command headquarters of the Wielkopolska Uprising.
The Uprising was a massive armed insurgency by Poles which
liberated Poznań as well as large swathes of Wielkopolska from German power. Its triumph
proved to be critical for the ﬁnal
provisions of the peace conference
that ended World War I, swaying the
parties to award the area to a newly
independent Poland.

25

Part of the reason for having
chosen the building was the patriotic
mind-set of its owners as well
as its convenient location, which
guaranteed secrecy.

from a renowned doctor and
social activist Teoﬁl Matecki,
who also headed the committee which organized the bard’s
27 symbolic funeral in St. Martin
Church. The crowds which attended the funeral showed
their generosity, making it possible
to build the statue. The stumbling
blocks laid by the Prussian authorities, who prohibited the statue’s
construction in any public city
square were successfully evaded
by placing it in a private lot.

In 1904, the poet’s stone ﬁgure
was replaced with one cast
in bronze.
28
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The building of Emperor Wilhelm I was erected in
1902. The institution was established to conduct scientific research and popularise reading among the local Germans. A crucial part of its holdings were prints
published and collected by the Historic Society of the
Poznań Province. The organisation documented the
German history of the city and
the region with the support of
the Prussian state, which saw it
as being in line with its national
cultural mission in the east.
The Library was a German response
to Polish cultural and scientiﬁc
initiatives such as the Raczyński
libraries and the Poznań Society
of the Friends of Arts and Sciences.
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16 ST. MARTIN’S CHURCH
Poland’s ﬁrst monument to Adam Mickiewicz was erected in 1859 near St. Martin Church. This was also the ﬁrst
monument constructed in 19th-century Poznań and, importantly, one that was quintessentially Polish. The idea came
St. Martin’s Church became
a permanent site for events
honouring Mickiewicz in
Poznań.

14 HOTEL ROYAL
The Royal Hotel was constructed in the early 20th century
at St. Martin Street, the main road in the City Centre. For
a few weeks in late 1918 and early 1919, the building housed
the command headquarters of the Wielkopolska Uprising.
The Uprising was a massive armed insurgency by Poles which
liberated Poznań as well as large swathes of Wielkopolska from German power. Its triumph
proved to be critical for the ﬁnal
provisions of the peace conference
that ended World War I, swaying the
parties to award the area to a newly
independent Poland.

25

Part of the reason for having
chosen the building was the patriotic
mind-set of its owners as well
as its convenient location, which
guaranteed secrecy.

from a renowned doctor and
social activist Teoﬁl Matecki,
who also headed the committee which organized the bard’s
27 symbolic funeral in St. Martin
Church. The crowds which attended the funeral showed
their generosity, making it possible
to build the statue. The stumbling
blocks laid by the Prussian authorities, who prohibited the statue’s
construction in any public city
square were successfully evaded
by placing it in a private lot.

In 1904, the poet’s stone ﬁgure
was replaced with one cast
in bronze.
28
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Poznań City Bike station
City bikes are a convenient alternative to touring
the Royal-Imperial Route on foot.
lifering
The information panels include a map and descriptions
of each part of the Royal-Imperial Route.
tourist information
coach terminal
railway station

Al. Marcinkows
kiego

oln
a

3 Lutego

Pl. Wolno
ści

Małe
Garbary
Plac
Wielkopolski

Stary
Rynek

Paderewskie
go

ary
Piek

Kr
ys
ie
wi
cz
a

Po
dg
ór
na

Ogrodowa

Pół
wie
jska

c ka

Kw
iato
wa

S t rz e l e

wa

a
ow
Łąk

With us, you are certain to reach your destination!
Set out on a trail to the most fascinating parts of Poznań.
To help you along the way, we have prepared a series
of folders, a website and a guidebook.
.................................................

Start your walking tour along the Royal-Imperial Route at
Porta Posnania. This is Poland’s ﬁrst heritage interpretation
centre and a perfect gateway into Poznań’s past.
www.bramapoznania.pl
.................................................
Short of time? Take advantage of our main routes
(Cathedral Island, Old Town and City Centre).
.................................................
Have the stories you have heard sparked your interest?
Go on an extra tour on our secondary (Śródka / Chwaliszewo, St. Adalbert Hill / Piaski / Grobla, city center routes)
or thematic routes.
.................................................
You can ﬁnd all information on our mobile-friendly website
at www.trakt.poznan.pl
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Poznań City Bike station
City bikes are a convenient alternative to touring
the Royal-Imperial Route on foot.
lifering
The information panels include a map and descriptions
of each part of the Royal-Imperial Route.
tourist information
coach terminal
railway station

Follow the route treaded by forty generations of
Poznań inhabitants. You will reach locations which
tell astonishing stories. You will encounter historic
sites and ﬁgures that have witnessed the city’s history.
You will learn about the lives of people whose
ambitions, dreams and needs drove them to make
Poznań what it is today. How did they manage
to achieve such goals?
History shows us that to act is human nature.
People constantly change themselves and the world
around them. They set and pursue new goals. This is
the only way to progress and reach for the crown.

The entrance to the Post Ofﬁce
building was once adorned by the
ﬁgure of Germania, which currently,
with the replacement of the eagle
on her shield, has been turned into
Polonia.

Mickiewicz Square) in which a monument to Otto von Bismarck, notorious for his anti-Polish policies, was
erected in 1903. The development 21
ﬁt into the so-called Ring designed by Josef Stübben,
who proposed using the stronghold grounds for a system of modern squares and alleys. This caused the city
to pivot away from its historic Polish (the Old Town) and
religious (Cathedral Island) sections and face the west.
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In the ﬁrst decade of the 20th century, the Forum became
the site of a number of magniﬁcent buildings, including:
A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H

The Municipal Theatre (today’s Grand (Wielki) Theatre)
The Prussian Colonisation Commission (today’s
Collegium Maius of Adam Mickiewicz University)
The Royal Academy (today’s Collegium Minus
of Adam Mickiewicz University)
Raiffeisen Bank (today’s Collegium Iuridicum
of Adam Mickiewicz University)
The Evangelical House (today’s Academy of Music)
The Credit Society (today’s Philharmonic of Poznań)
The Postal Service Board
The Royal Castle, commonly known as the Imperial
Castle (today’s “Zamek” Cultural Centre)

