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ŚW. WOJCIECHA
ST. ADALBERT HILL

STARE MIASTO
OLD TOWN

OLD TOWN
TOURIST ROUTES
The Royal-Imperial Route
The Route symbol placed along its course helps
ﬁnd one’s bearings around the city.
main route: Old Town
secondary route: St. Adalbert Hill
secondary route: Piaski and Grobla
tram line along the Royal-Imperial Route
Trams are available that make it easy to move quickly
along the Royal-Imperial Route.
Poznań City Bike station
City bikes are a convenient alternative to touring
the Royal-Imperial Route on foot.
lifering
The information panels include a map and descriptions
of each part of the Royal-Imperial Route.
tourist information
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In the 17th century in Cologne, a world atlas was published
containing views of Europe’s most beautiful major cities.
These included Poznań. Its panorama with a view from St.
Adalbert Hill, shows the walled city and the Cathedral on Cathedral Island.

2

The suburbs which spread out all around the city played an important role in Poznań’s economy. At the time, the conurbation
had a combined population of 25000.

2
1

At that time, Poznań was a magnet for hard-working and
energetic people. It was a regional capital, a seat of dukes,
kings, magnates, knights, merchants and craftsmen. The city
grew rapidly. All it parts worked like a well-oiled machine. At
its center was the market square, surrounded by the townhouses of the nobility. Burghers from other social strata re-
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1. St. Adalbert Church and Crypt of Eminent
Wielkopolska Residents
2. Cemetry of Eminent Wielkopolska Residents
3. Carmelite Church
4. Former Court of Appeal
The Royal-Imperial Route
secondary route: St. Adalbert Hill
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sided in the remaining areas that lay within the city walls. The
power of the municipal authorities was symbolized by the
town hall, royal power – by the castle, and spiritual power –
by the collegiate church.

Władysław Marcinkowski. They all shared a common goal:
work on development of the city and its citizens, region and the
entire country.
3
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ST. ADALBERT CHURCH AND CRYPT
OF EMINENT WIELKOPOLSKA RESIDENTS

St. Adalbert Church was the ﬁrst parish church in the emerging 13th-century town. The burghers who attended it constantly renovated the ediﬁce in keeping with the latest architectural styles. Originally

3

The Church was an excellent
example of the adoption of
new architectural solutions –
its gothic shape incorporated
elements of renaissance
architecture.

wooden, the church was rebuilt as a gothic structure in the
15th century. Subsequently, as the congregation grew bigger,
the church was expanded in
The Crypt holds the remains
the renaissance style with
of Wielkopolska’s most
funding from its generous
eminent residents, among
them Gen. Jan Henryk
founders.
Dąbrowski, the creator of the
Polish Legions in Italy, Józef
Wybicki, the author of the
Polish national anthem, Karol
Marcinkowski, an outstanding
doctor and social activist, and
Feliks Nowowiejski, a magniﬁcent composer and the author
of the Polish “Rota”.

2

Poland’s first St. Joseph church and sanctuary dates back
to the 17th century, established through the generosiThe shrine, a symbol of the Counter-Reformation, replaced
the destroyed church of the
Bohemian Brethren. Poznań’s
residents considered the Carmelite Church, located next
to the Cemetery of Eminent
Residents, to be a special place.
6

ty and ambitions of its founders. Magnates and affluent
burghers willingly donated to the construction of a shrine
modeled on Carmelite churches in Rome. The monks lived
modest ascetic lives. They encouraged the faithful to pursue spiritual growth and strive for perfection. The Car-

7
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THE CEMETRY OF EMINENT
WIELKOPOLSKA RESIDENTS

After they passed away, prominent ﬁgures and members of
families who had helped create the living city’s creative fabric,
would be buried in the Cemetery of Eminent Wielkopolska Residents. Established in the early 19th century, the cemetery was
the city’s key necropolis. It holds the remains of eminent
Poznań politicians, social activists and artists who strove for
independence by engaging in armed ﬁghting, as well as advocates of a meticulous, years-long
programme of “organic work”,
who included Wojciech Trąmpczyński, Bolesław Krysiewicz and

5

THE CARMELITE CHURCH

The city’s eminent ﬁgures have
been honoured with historic
tombstones, including works by
leading sculptors.

The location of the
church was dictated
by the rules of the
order. They called for a
suburban location on a
hill so that members of
the congregation would
make an ascent on their
way to the church.

melite Monastery played a crucial role in the city’s life. When the Prussian Authorities
attempted to shut it down in 1801, Poznań residents defended it day and night for a week.
4

NATIONAL ARCHIVES
– FORMER COURT OF APPEAL

Today’s National Archives building was the headquarters
of the Prussian Court of Appeal at the 19th /20 th century. The then magnificent building
reflected the Italian renaissance in
its architectural style and was an
important element in the former
Sapieżyński Square (Wielkopolski Square). After destruction
caused by world war II it never regained its former splendor. Today
Its resource reaches almost 10 000
linear meters of current documents.
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it is the headquarters of National Archives in Poznań, one
of the most important institutions dealing with protecting and sharing of the heritage of the city and the region.

PIASKI AND GROBLA
Grobla was one of the islands on the Warta river situated outside of the city walls. It was one of the suburbs of
Poznań. At the end of the 14 th century and throughout
the 15th century the area was called “The New Grobla”,

Józef Rogaliński was among
Wielkopolska’s most outstanding
residents in the 18th and 19th
centuries. He made his name as
the founder of the Poznań centre
for mathematical and physical
research.

converted it into a botanical park.
The park was experimental – the
friars planted new plant species

11

9
View of the city from the suburbs. Panorama of Poznań
from 1734.

as compared to the Grobla Chapter (belonging to the
church of the future Chwaliszewo district). Since the end
of the 15th century it was inhabited by many craftsmen
arriving from the Silesia area and Germany who quickly
became an afluent group prone to cultural assimilation.
5

CHOPIN PARK

In the late 17th century, seeking to improve the quality
of their monastic life, the Jesuits set up a leisure garden. Ambitious and open-minded, the monks quickly

10

Today, the garden’s
arrangement reﬂects
a design dating back to
the ﬁrst half of the 19th
century, which combines
the French style of row
gardening with an English-style park.

and observed their growth. In the garden and from the
monastery, the friars observed and described the laws
of nature. The Poznań Jesuit Priest Józef Rogaliński described the laws of physics and created one of Poland’s
key astronomical observatories.
6

THE BERNARDINE FRIARS’ CHURCH

The Bernardine Monastery is one of the first and most important establishments of the Franciscan Observants order in Poland. The friars arrived
in Poznań in the mid-15th century and erected a monastery

12

The Bernardine Church stands
out with its two tall towers.
They were constructed by the
monks despite a prohibition by
city authorities, who saw them
as a security threat in the even
that an enemy would capture the
monastery and attack the city,
taking advantage of the protection offered by its massive walls.

it is the headquarters of National Archives in Poznań, one
of the most important institutions dealing with protecting and sharing of the heritage of the city and the region.

PIASKI AND GROBLA
Grobla was one of the islands on the Warta river situated outside of the city walls. It was one of the suburbs of
Poznań. At the end of the 14 th century and throughout
the 15th century the area was called “The New Grobla”,

Józef Rogaliński was among
Wielkopolska’s most outstanding
residents in the 18th and 19th
centuries. He made his name as
the founder of the Poznań centre
for mathematical and physical
research.

converted it into a botanical park.
The park was experimental – the
friars planted new plant species

11

9
View of the city from the suburbs. Panorama of Poznań
from 1734.

as compared to the Grobla Chapter (belonging to the
church of the future Chwaliszewo district). Since the end
of the 15th century it was inhabited by many craftsmen
arriving from the Silesia area and Germany who quickly
became an afluent group prone to cultural assimilation.
5

CHOPIN PARK

In the late 17th century, seeking to improve the quality
of their monastic life, the Jesuits set up a leisure garden. Ambitious and open-minded, the monks quickly

10

Today, the garden’s
arrangement reﬂects
a design dating back to
the ﬁrst half of the 19th
century, which combines
the French style of row
gardening with an English-style park.

and observed their growth. In the garden and from the
monastery, the friars observed and described the laws
of nature. The Poznań Jesuit Priest Józef Rogaliński described the laws of physics and created one of Poland’s
key astronomical observatories.
6

THE BERNARDINE FRIARS’ CHURCH

The Bernardine Monastery is one of the first and most important establishments of the Franciscan Observants order in Poland. The friars arrived
in Poznań in the mid-15th century and erected a monastery

12

The Bernardine Church stands
out with its two tall towers.
They were constructed by the
monks despite a prohibition by
city authorities, who saw them
as a security threat in the even
that an enemy would capture the
monastery and attack the city,
taking advantage of the protection offered by its massive walls.

Follow the route treaded by forty generations of
Poznań inhabitants. You will reach locations which
tell astonishing stories. You will encounter historic
sites and ﬁgures that have witnessed the city’s history.
You will learn about the lives of people whose
ambitions, dreams and needs drove them to make
Poznań what it is today. How did they manage
to achieve such goals?
History shows us that to act is human nature.
People constantly change themselves and the world
around them. They set and pursue new goals. This is
the only way to progress and reach for the crown.

in the city’s outskirts. They creatively competed for followers with, among others, the Conventual Franciscans,
who maintained a monastery on Przemysł Hill. To that
end, they obtained a permit to build a unique Loreto house
(a chapel modeled on the Holy House of Loreto) set inside
the shrine. The place attracted many Poznań burghers.
7

THE CHURCH OF CORPUS CHRISTI

One of Poland’s largest medieval sanctuaries was constructed in the 14th century at a site of the desecration
of three hosts. The temple soon became one of Poznań’s
crucial religious centers. The miracle that took place there
prompted local residents
and king Władysław Jagiełło to build a sanctuary in
that exact spot. Many successive kings of Poland as
well as local bishops were
coming there at the initial
days of their terms. Sever- 13
al thousands of people were gathering for prayer services and the solemn processions were attracting the pilgrims
since 1440.
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THE FORMER MASONIC LODGE

The origins of Poznań’s Masonic Lodge go back to the turn
of the 19th century. The Lodge associated people of various
nationalities, religions and views, around the idea of spiritual

14

Completed in 1822, the
building was surrounded
by an English garden
considered to be among
Europe’s most magniﬁcent parks of its type. To
this day, the building’s
façade displays Masonic
lodge emblems. Currently,
the ediﬁce houses the
Ethnographic Museum.

and intellectual improvement
in a joint effort to explore and
understand the processes that
drive the contemporary world. Its members included some
of Poznań’s most eminent residents, as well as members of
the local aristocracy and intelligentsia.
9

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH – FORMER
EVANGELICAL CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS

In the second half of the 18th century, in line with the principle of equal
rights among all denominations, the
Protestants resolved to build a house
of worship. The values upheld by the
Protestant community were evident
within the church. The central location of the altar as well as the concentric layout of the pews around it
15
underscored the importance of active participation in the liturgy by the community’s members.
The altar’s location, which associated it with the pulpit and
the organ above, emphasized the signiﬁcance of the Word
of God and music in the Evangelical church.

PIASKI AND GROBLA
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Chopin Park
Bernardine friars’ church
Church of Corpus Christi
Former Masonic Lodge
All Saints’ Church - former Evangelical church

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
TOURIST INFORMATION
CENTRE
Stary Rynek 59/60
1.10.-30.04.: Mon.-Fri. 10am6pm, Sat.-Sun. 10am-5pm;
1.05.-30.09.: Mon.-Fri. 10am8pm, Sat.-Sun. 10am-6pm;
ph. +48 61 852 61 56
www.poznan.pl/cim
CORPUS CHRISTI CHURCH
ul. Strzelecka 40
www.bozecialo.poznan.pl

ETHNOGRAPHIC
MUSEUM
ul. Mostowa 7/9
16.06.-15.09.: Tue.-Thu. 11am5pm; 16.09.-15.06.: Tue.-Thu.
9am-3pm, Fri. 12-9pm,
Sat.-Sun. 11am-6pm
www.mnp.art.pl
POZNAŃ BAMBERS’
MUSEUM
ul. Mostowa 7/9
Fri.-Sat. 10am-2pm
www.bambrzy.poznan.pl

With us, you are certain to reach your destination!
Set out on a trail to the most fascinating parts of Poznań.
To help you along the way, we have prepared a series of folders,
a website and a guidebook.
.................................................

Start your walking tour along the Royal-Imperial Route at Porta
Posnania. This is Poland’s ﬁrst heritage interpretation centre
and a perfect gateway into Poznań’s past.
www.bramapoznania.pl
.................................................
Short of time? Take advantage of our main routes
(Cathedral Island, Old Town and City Centre).
.................................................
Have the stories you have heard sparked your interest?
Go on an extra tour on our secondary (Śródka / Chwaliszewo,
St. Adalbert Hill / Piaski / Grobla, city center routes)
or thematic routes.
.................................................
You can ﬁnd all information on our mobile-friendly website
at www.trakt.poznan.pl.
PUBLISHED BY: TRAKT Center for Cultural Tourism
ul. Gdańska 2, 61-123 Poznań
www.trakt.poznan.pl • facebook.com/trakt.poznan
WRITTEN BY: Old Market Square: Bartosz Małolepszy,
Old Town: Mikołaj Pukianiec
TRANSLATION: Krzysztof Kotkowski
LAYOUT: Wojciech Walasiak, Piotr Łysakowski

The Royal-Imperial Route

secondary route: Piaski and Grobla
tram stop on the Royal Imperial-Route
lifering

PHOTOGRAPHS:Piotr Skórnicki (10); Zbigniew Szmidt (3);
Jarosław Tritt (1 – okładka, 4, 5, 8, 12, 14, 15); CDN Media (7,
13); Miejski Konserwator Zabytków w Poznaniu (6); Muzeum
Narodowe w Poznaniu (2, 9, 16 - cover).

tourist information

MAP: Marcin Dzbanuszek based on a map from GEOPOZ

Poznań City Bike station
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