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From time immemorial areas inhabited by human beings have functioned in close relationship with their
surroundings and thus they have been prone to changes
which resulted in either their development or downfall.
Nature played a crucial role. It affected the way the settlements and cities looked like, but on the other hand, it
would also undergo changes itself due to human activity.
This centuries-old process of mutual influence can be
best seen in Poznań.
1000 years ago people began to build a settlement on
the Cathedral Island, which was bound to considerably
interfere with the natural environment. It was not an accident that the place chosen for the settlement, and later
for the city, was located close to the river. Not only did
the Warta River provide protection and could be used for
travelling and transport, but it was also a source of water
and food. At the same time, it was an unpredictable force.
Over the centuries the inhabitants of Poznań have come
up with various ways to protect themselves from floods.
Over time this led to a considerable transformation of
the water system. In the 19th and 20th centuries many
tributaries were filled or turned into channels, whereas
the river flow itself was regulated. This policy culminated
when the Warta River was moved to a new riverbed. As
a result, the city turned its back on the river for decades.
At the end of the 18th century people began to pay attention to the issue of greenery in the city. During the Prussian rule, plants were introduced in the streets and public
squares. Faced with the expansion of the built-up area as
well as with the Prussian decision to build a fortress in
Poznań, the inhabitants contributed to the creation of
the first public park. At that time, it was the cemeteries, thickly overgrown with trees, that played the role of
green islands in the city.
When it turned out that the fortifications increase
the risk of flooding and impede the functioning of the city,
they were replaced at the beginning of the 20th century
with the so-called ‘Ring’ connected to the parks. During
the interwar period people began to think about stopping the spread of built-up spaces in the areas of natural
environment. An innovative model of green wedges was
created, which was meant to maintain and develop green
corridors in the city.
The history of the relationship between people and nature, which has often been difficult, left its mark on contemporary Poznań. It is useful, therefore, to take a look
at the past and search for ideas on how to protect our
shared natural heritage.
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ALONG THE COURSE OF
THE WARTA RIVER:
the city’s relationship with the river
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CATHEDRAL ISLAND

1000 years ago this area consisted of several sand and gravel islands overgrown with plants, which were located slightly
above the level of the back swamp of the Warta and Cybina
river valleys. Due to the advantages related to the econo-

In the past there used to be a hill (summum) in the part of the settlement
in which people built a palace (palatium) for the duke in the 10th century.
A few centuries later, St. Mary’s Church was built on the hill in the place
of the former palace. The difference in altitude between the hill and
the rest of the land, which used to be clearly visible, disappeared due
to the accumulation of sand and cultural leyers.

my, defence and transportation, a settlement was built on
the largest of the islands. At first, it was rather small but over
time it was gradually expanded. The long-time investment
process clearly gathered pace in the middle of the 10th century when the 10-metre-high and 2-kilometre-long defensive ramparts were built. The large amount of wood used
for them came from the nearby forests. In the areas where
the trees were cut down, new species of plants and animals, typical for open spaces, began to appear. For centuries
the inhabitants of the island have transformed the landscape
to fight against the periodically occurring floods: they raised
the ground level, dried swamps, built dykes and moats.
As a result, by the 13th century, the level of the ground on
which they lived was raised by several metres.
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WARTA’S RIVERBEDS

Since Poznań was granted a city charter in the middle of
the 13th century human impact on the natural environment
has increased. For centuries the banks of the Warta River
were the place where ships would stay and the goods transported to and from the city would be reloaded. Floating logs

was crucial for craft and
later for the development
of industry. At the turn of
the 19th and 20th century,
a modern port was built.
At its peak, the port could
serve 80 barges at the same time. In order to accelerate the development of the water transport and reduce the risk of floods
which threatened the city, Warta’s riverbed was deepened and
its flow began to be regulated. It was decided that the river
flow should be straightened and the main stream should be
directed into the former relief channel. These plans began to
be implemented after the Second World War. Warta’s previous riverbed, which used to go around Chwaliszewo with
a sharp bend, was filled, and the river itself was moved more to
the east. This caused a major change in the landscape of the
city which has since moved away from the river in many ways.
Today the remains of the wharf
remind us of the river port which
used to be here. The wharf’s
massive brick structure was
propped up with iron poles stuck in
the riverbed.
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OLD WARTA RIVERBED PARK

For centuries the Warta River’s numerous tributaries and
distributaries have created a large group of islands which
bordered Poznań on the east. These islands housed some
self-governed suburban settlements. The most important of

A

these settlements was
Chwaliszewo, which was
granted a city charter in
the middle of the 15th
century. It was located
on an island which in
the Middle Ages was
called Grobla Kapitulna
(Chapter Dyke). Chwaliszewo was often destroyed by floods which
occurred among other
because of the Prussian
fortifications built around
Poznań in the 15th cenB
tury. In 1888 the island
was under water for over
a month and the strong
The district of Poznań that was most
severely affected by the great flood
river current made it
of 1888 was Chwaliszewo located
impossible for people
close to the Warta River.
to reach their homes
by boats. Therefore, at
the turn of the 19th and 20th century extensive works were
carried out which resulted in raising the street level and
building levees and a high, brick embankment. Tenement
houses located there created the unique atmosphere of
Poznań’s Little Venice. The end of it came with the Second
World War and when the Warta River’s Chwaliszewo meander was filled. Today it is replaced with a picturesque park.
A huge part of the 7-metre-high
flood wall along Czartoria Street was
suddenly under ground when
the Warta’s riverbed was filled.
Thanks to the wall, it was possible
to build a dam across the street,
protecting the city from high water.
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GROBLA

Grobla used to be an island inhabited by craftsmen. A dyke
made of earth (from which the island took its name, as ‘grobla’
means ‘a dyke’) used to pass through the island and connect Poznań located on the left bank to the right bank of
the Warta River. For centuries the island was surrounded
by water from two distributaries. One of them, the western
distributary called the Lazy or the Rotten Warta, was filled at
the end of the 19th century. Its riverbed was filled with water
only periodically and its bottom was polluted with wastewater from the nearby Poznań and Garbary. Today the exact
location of the watercourse can be quite precisely identified by the irregular course of Mostowa Street which follows

the direction of the former riverbed. Close
proximity to the river
had a considerable
influence on the way
Grobla’s buildings were
constructed. When
the Evangelical church
of the Holy Cross
(today’s All Saints
Due to its convenient location in
Church) was built on the vicinity of the river, from
its wetland mead- the 19th century Grobla has been a place
innovative public and private industrial
ows at the end of of
investments such as the building of the gas
the 18th century, sev- and power plants. A special railway siding
eral hundred oaken was built to reach them.
poles had to be stuck in
the ground in order to secure the building and prevent
it from sinking in.
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WODNA STREET AND GARBARY STREET

The former Wodna Gate, the memory of which is stored in
the name of the street, was one of the four main gateways to
the city. A special role in Poznań’s water system was played
by a moat which surrounded the city walls. It was supplied
with water from the Warta River’s tributary called Bogdanka as well as from the river’s distributaries: the Noteć River
and the Warta River’s left branch. The moat was an open
channel, part of the defence system, as well as a source of
drinking water and a sewage tank. The fact that it combined
such different roles was the cause of frequent epidemics and
the degradation of the natural environment. It was particularly troublesome at the nearby Garbary, which up till the end
of the 18th century was a settlement inhabited by craftsmen.
It was surrounded by water on each side. Tanners needed
large amounts of water to do their job and the biowaste from
the process of leather-making, which would go into the moat,
was the source of the most troublesome pollution and smell.

At the beginning of the 19th century Garbary lost its insular position.
After the defensive walls were demolished and the moats and channels
were filled, a new perfectly straight street was built at the very centre of
the former settlement

URBAN LANDSCAPE:
streets, squares, parks, green spaces
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After Poznań was moved to the left bank of the Warta River,
the work on the levelling and development of the over-20hectare area intended for the market square and the system
of streets commenced. This required extensive works which
significantly transformed the local natural environment.
The city was surrounded with fortifications. At first, they were
made of wood and earth, and then – of bricks. Materials for
building the fortifications, public buildings and houses were
mainly found nearby. As
a result, forests gradually disappeared from
the surrounding landscape. It was also crucial
to provide the inhabitants with water. Therefore, public wells were
built in the four corners of the Old Market
Square, which provid- Poznań regularly suffered from
ed water for drinking as flooding, the memory of which
passed from generation to
well as for fighting fires. generation. High water marks, placed
Water reached them on the walls of the buildings, were
used to inform about them. One
from a spring located on also
of such marks is a plaque on the wall
Winiary Hill (today’s Cyta- of a tenement house located at 50
dela) through wooden Stary Rynek which commemorates
greatest flood in the history of
pipes which were part of the
Poznań in 1736.
the city’s waterworks.
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CHOPIN PARK

This is undoubtedly
the oldest existing
arranged green area
in Poznań. It was
created at the turn
of the 17th and 18th
century as a garden for the Jesuit
College. The monks
used it for domestic
purposes as well as
for botanical research
they carried out.
After the dissolution
of the monastery,
St. Mary Magdalene
Middle School used
the garden to deliver
In the midst of the green area there is
lectures on natural
a marble bust of Frederic Chopin by
sciences. From 1815
a famous sculptor from Wielkopolska –
the garden has beMarcin Rożek
come part of a residence belonging to
Antoni Radziwiłł, who was the viceroy of the Grand
Duchy of Poznań. It was turned into a glamorous park
combining the qualities of a French garden and an English park. Over the next decades, the park was open only
for the clerks from the public administration office located in the former monastery. During the Prussian rule,
the building was the office of the Prussian district government called Regierungsbezirk, whereas after Poland regained
independence, it was the office of the provincial governor. At
the end of the 1930s a new street running through the park
was built, which reduced its area significantly. After the
Second World War, the park was opened for all inhabitants.
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GREEN GARDENS

Prussian authorities’ decision to turn Poznań into a fortress
had a negative influence on the city’s green areas. The small
area constricted by fortifications in the shape of a ring simply lacked space for public parks and gardens. Greenery
could be found mainly in some private green areas, which
the majority of the inhabitants could only view from behind
a fence. In 1834 a group of Polish and German inhabitants,
who were particularly keen to improve the living conditions
In the second half of
the 19th century
a fountain was
erected in the square.
It has been later
replaced with a new
one which can be
seen till this day.

in Poznań, established the Society for Beautifying the City
and its Surrounding Areas. Thanks to the Society’s efforts
trees and bushes began to be systematically planted in
the city squares and along the streets. The plants came from
a tree nursery which had been created in the areas located
in the district of Łazarz, purchased specifically for this purpose. The oldest green area in Poznań, established already
in the first half of the 19th century, is a green square commonly known as Green Gardens. It has been serving the inhabitants of Poznań for almost 200 years as a perfect place
for relaxation.
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MARCINKOWSKIEGO AVENUE

The incorporation of the region of Wielkopolska into Prussia
at the turn of the 18th and 19th century began the process
of expanding Poznań. Suburban settlements surrounding
Poznań became part of the city and the city centre was
moved to the west of the Old Town surrounded with medieval defensive walls. Following the Enlightenment ideas concerning urban planning, greenery began to be consciously
introduced into the city for the first time in history. At first,
Poznań’s new city layout was open and included numerous
parks and green spaces. Trees were planted along the newly-built streets, flower beds and home gardens began to appear. However, this new symbiosis between the city and nature did not last long. In 1828 the process of turning Poznań
into a fortress began. As a result, for the next decades,
the main colour of the city’s landscape was not green but
the colour of red, brick army buildings.

Marcinkowskiego Avenue (former Wilhem Street), overgrown with
rows of trees, was the first public city promenade built in Poland.
It was modelled on the famous Unter den Linden in Berlin. Over
the period of 200 years the avenue’s vegetation has changed multiple
times. However, its role as a high street and a relaxation
area remained.
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WOLNOŚCI SQUARE

An example of subordinating the city space to the military
purposes in the 19th century was Wolności Square (former
Wilhelm Square), which the Prussian authorities used for
military drills. Because soldiers needed enough room for
The features visible on the
statue of Hygeia,
the goddess of health,
belong to Edward
Raczyński’s wife,
Konstancja. There is a
telling inscription on the
medallion presenting
Priessnitz which says
‘Nothing better than water’.
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this, most of the plants were removed and the square was
surrounded with a wooden fence. Over time, however,
it became the ‘non-military’ centre of city life. Gradually,
greenery was reintroduced into the square, which has become a small English-style park with pathways and rock
grottos. However, in the second half of the 20th century

B

greenery was once again
diminishing. It was at
that time that a well with
a statue of Hygeia was
moved to the square.
The well commemorates the foundation of the new waterworks in the city by Edward Raczyński in the middle of
the 19th century. Thanks to the waterworks the inhabitants
could benefit from the healthy spring water. On the pedestal’s
wall there is a medallion presenting Vincenz Priessnitz –
an advocate of hydrotherapy who allegedly used this
method to heal the founder’s son, Roger Raczyński.
At the end of the 19th century
the inhabitants of Poznań could
relax in the shade of the large trees
growing in the square.
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APOLLO MALL

The 19th century was the time of the growing popularity
of the so-called open-air restaurants commonly known as
établissement from French. In the city which suffered from
the shortage of greenery, they became a natural refuge

for the inhabitants.
The restaurants combined the qualities of
a park with entertainment. They were created both in the city
and outside its boundaries and served as
places where people
could rest and relax surrounded by nature. Some open-air
restaurants were quite spectacular, others seemed rather
modest. One of the biggest in Poznań was the Odeon
opened in 1846 by the Lambert brothers. It was open all
year round and its visitors could choose from a wide selection of leisure-time activities including concerts and theatre
plays. There was also a bowling alley on the premises and
a very popular beerhouse. The Odeon was a big entertainment complex comprising many buildings serving various
purposes. Today the building which used to house the theatre
and the restaurant is used by the Apollo Cinema.
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DĄBROWSKIEGO PARK

The green enclave in the city centre is a remnant of
the 19th-century necropolis belonging to two Poznań
Evangelical parishes: the Holy Cross parish and St. Peter’s
parish. Its history dates back to 1828 when the Prussian
authorities built a fortress and moved the oldest Protestant cemetery from St. Adalbert Hill to the area between
today’s Ogrodowa and Półwiejska Streets. This was an incredibly charming place, resembling a park with many old
trees, ponds and beautifully-embellished gravestones and
tombs belonging to notable and accomplished inhabitants
of Poznań including mayor Eugen Naumann, merchant
Gotthilf Berger and the creators of the famous Hugger
brewery. After 100 years
the cemetery stopped
being used for burial purposes. However,
it remained an oasis for
rare species of animals
and plants. The former
necropolis was almost
entirely destroyed during the Second World
War, after which it was
turned into a park.
Today the visible
remnants of the former
cemetery are
the row of chestnut
trees growing at
Ogrodowa Street
as well as the base of
a gravestone in
the form of a column.

MODERN GREENERY:
from Ring to green wedges
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MARCINKOWSKIEGO PARK

Przemysłowa

Matbe called Schiller Park, was created
The park, which used to
yi
at the beginning of the 20th century on the grounds recovered after the fortifications in Poznań had been demolished.
The former blockhouse of the Colomb Bastion is a remnant
of the fortifications. The park gained a picturesque artificial
pond and decorative plants, and it was the favourite place of
birds. During the interwar period it was inhabited by 24 species
of birds. After the Second World War the area of the park was extended and the former closed cemeteries, bordering it on the west
and south, were incorporated into it. One of the cemeteries

belonged to the Evangelical parish of the Holy Cross and
the other to the Catholic parish of St. Martin. The cemetery belonging to St. Martin’s was created at the beginning of the 19th
century and was considered the most prestigious burial place in
the city. It was designed in such a way as to resemble a garden
in which the unique shape of the gravestones would remain in
harmony with the surrounding vegetation. Many accomplished
social activists, insurgents as well as people active in the fields of
culture and science were buried there, for example, Hipolit Cegielski and Karol Marcinkowski, after whom the park was named.
The former cemetery
complex included
also a Greek house which
belonged to
the Orthodox community
in Poznań centred
around the accomplished
Żupański family.
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23 Lute STÜBBEN’S RING

When at the end of the 19th century the fortress stopped
playing a crucial role, from the perspective of the Prussian
authorities, it was decided that it should be taken down.
The task of devising a new plan for the development of the recovered areas was given to the renowned German urban planner Josef Stübben, who had previously designed development
27 Gplans
rudniafor some 30 European cities. According to Stübben’s
plan, the fortifications were to be replaced with a circuitous
avenue, the so-called Ring, which was both a high street and
a residential area. It consisted of two carriageways divided by
a promenade. Some parts of the promenade were broader to
make space for green squares and parks. Stübben’s plan drew
from modern trends concerning urban planning, popular at
the beginning of the 20th century. According to them, open
spaces and greenery were to be introduced into cities. More
over, it was crucial to pay attention to the beauty and harmony
as well as to ensure that there was access to fresh air and light.
Solutions pertaining to the landscape and arrangement introduced in Poznań referred to the concept of ‘the city as a work
of art’ created by an urban theorist from Vienna, Camillo Sitté.
An integral part of Stübben’s
design were public green
areas. Therefore, at
the heart of the Castle
District in Poznań he
designed a park, today
known as Mickiewicza Park,
with characteristic beautiful
plane trees which survived
till this day.
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W
 IENIAWSKIEGO PARK AND MONIUSZKI PARK

In the second half of the 19th century authorities tried to solve
the problem of the shortage of public greenery in the city by
opening access for the inhabitants to some parts of the hills

within the fortress, which were covered with trees and dense vegetation. They were popular public promenades commonly known as glacis or
‘planty’. A large children’s playground
was created next to the hills with
a famous sledding slope called
‘Teatralka’. Today’s Wieniawskiego
Park is a relic of this playground.
Slightly to the north there is a quiet
and atmospheric Moniuszki Park. It is
one of the oldest existing green are- The park was originally
as in Poznań, created in the 1870s as named after Goethe,
whereas its centre was
a private garden. It was famous for enriched with
its magnificent trees and the sound a sculpture of high
of singing nightingales which lived artistic value titled
Taking a bath by Max
there. At the beginning of the 20th Klinger.
century the city purchased the garden from the inheritors to its owner (a city councillor Fehlan)
and turned it into a public park. The oldest trees which survived till this day are mighty oaks and chestnut trees.
16

CYTADELA PARK

Cytadela in Poznań is both the biggest park in the city and its
‘green lungs’. It was created after the Second World War in
the place of the former Fort Winiary which was the central
element of the polygonal fortress built in the first half of
the 19th century. At that time it was covered with lush vegetation which acted as a camouflage. For decades its hills,
densely covered with trees, were Poznań inhabitants’ favourite place to take a stroll. During the interwar period, thanks
to the cooperation between a botanist Adam Wodziczko and
an urban planner Władysław Czarnecki, it was possible
to popularise the idea to introduce natural greenery into
the city’s built-up spaces. It was then that the unique concept
of the so-called green wedges was created. The wedges were
to run along the valleys of the rivers: Warta, Bogdanka, Cybina
and Główna. Additionally, green rings following the course
of the former fortifications would complement the wedges.
The main task of this park-and-forest system was to improve
urban ventilation and protect wildlife corridors which provided biodiversity. A significant role was played by Cytadela
where the four major wedges and the middle green ring
would meet. The wedge-ring system was supposed to affect
the design of the future development of the city. However,
in the following decades it often lost out to
the policy focused on
immediate, short-term
needs. Today its protection and observance
remains a crucial part
of taking care of our
shared natural heritage.

With us, you are certain to reach your destination! Set out
on a trail to the most fascinating parts of Poznań. To help
you along the way, we have prepared a series of folders,
a website and a guidebook.

…........................................................

Short of time? Take advantage of our main routes (Cathedral
Island, Old Town and Śródmieście).

…........................................................

Have the stories you have heard sparked your interest?
Go on an extra tour on our secondary (Śródka / Chwaliszewo,
St. Adalbert Hill / Piaski / Grobla, city center routes)
or thematic routes (Jewish Heritage Route, The Reformation
Heritage Route, The Poznań’s Women’s Route, Poznań
Academic Heritage Route).

…........................................................

Start your walking tour along the Royal-Imperial Route at
Porta Posnania. This is Poland’s first heritage interpretation
centre and perfect gateway into Poznań’s past.
www.bramapoznania.pl.

…........................................................
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Follow the route treaded by forty generations of
Poznań inhabitants. You will reach locations which tell
astonishing stories. You will encounter historic sites
and figures that have witnessed the city’s history.
You will learn about the lives of people whose ambitions,
dreams and needs drove them to make Poznań what it is
today. How did they manage to achieve such goals?
History shows us that to act is a human nature.
People constantly change themselves and the world
around them. They set and pursue new goals.
This is the only way to progress and reach for the crown.

